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MEMOIRS of LORD RODNEY. 


ORD Rodney is defcended from a family of long ftanding, 

at Stoke Rodney, in the county of Somerfet, the heirefs 

of which married Sir Thomas Brydges, of Keynfham, which 

occafioned the admiral’s receiving the additional chriftian name 

of Brydges. Being deftined to a fea-life, he early entered into 

the royal navy, and, after going through the feveral fubordinate 

ftations, on the oth day of November, 1742, received the com- 
miflion of a captain. 

In September, 1744, he was promoted to the command of 
the Ludlow Cattle, a fhip of 40 guns ; and, in 1747, failedin the 
Eagle, of 60 guns, under the command of the brave lord Hawke; 
when, by his valour and conduét, he contributed to the fignal 
and important victory obtained on the 14th of October that 
year. ‘The fhare he had in that engagement, may be colleéted 
from the following paflage in the letter of his commander to 
the admiralty: ‘‘ In pafling on to the firft thip we could get 
near, we received many fires at a diftance, ’till we came clofe to 
the Severne, of 50 guns, whom we foon filenced, and left to be 
taken up by the frigates a-ftern. Then perceiving the Eagle 
and Elizabeth, who had loft her fore-top-maft, engaged, we 
kept our wind ae spe as poflible, in order to affiit them. This 
attempt of our; we, fruftrated by the Eagle’s falling twice on 
board us, having haa‘her wheel fhot to pieces, and all the men 
at it killed, and all her braces and bow-lines gone.” 
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One caufe of captain Rodney’s fhip fuffering fo much, arofe 
from the mifconduct of captain Fox, of the Kent, who was 
tried and broke on the 21 of December, in the fame year. 
The evidences againft this cowardly officer were, the late admi- 
rals Watfon, Cotes, Sauftders, and Sir George Rodney ; the lat- 
ter of whom declared, that he was left between two fires, when 
captain Fox might eafily have come to his affiftance, but did not. 
This was the laft aétion of confequence which happened before 
the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle. 

In the month of May, 1749, he was appointed governor of 
Newfoundland ; and on the zd of February, 1753, married 
lady Jane Compton, fecond daughter of the Hon. Charles 
Compton, and tifter to the earl of Northampton. This lady 
died on the 28th of Janucry, 1757. 

In -May, that year, he commanded the Dublin, of 74 guns. 
Soon after, he was appointed rear-admiral ; and in July, 1759, 
was detached with a flect of fhips and bombs to annoy the 
enemy at Havre-de-Grace. ‘This commiffion he executed with 
fpirit and fuccefs, On the 3d, he anchored in the Great Road 
’ Havre ; where, having made a proper difpofition, the bombs 
proceeded to place themfelves in the narrow channel of the river 
leading to Harfleur, it being the moft proper, indeed the only 
place to do execution from. At feven in the evening, two of 
the bombs were ftationed, as were all the reft early the next 
morning, from which time they continued to bombard for 52z 
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iours, without intermiffior, and with fuch effeét, that the town 
vas feveral times in flames, and the magazine of ftores for their 
flat bottomed boats burnt with great fury for upwards of fix 
hours, notwithftanding the efforts of feveral hundred men to ex- 
tinguifh it. In this attack, the explofion of the fhells over- 
turned many of the flat bottomed boats; and the confternation 
of the town was fo great, that the inhabitants fled into the coun- 
try. 

Little damage was done to the fleet during the execution of 
this enterprize ; after the performance of which, Sir George 
returned to England, where he continued bat a fhort time to re- 
fit, and then went back to his ftation before Havre-de-Grace, 
and remained there during the reit of that year, and part of 
the following. In that time, it was his good fortune totally to 
deflroy all the preparations which the enemy had made for an 
invafion of England. : 

After the fervices performed on the Frenc]®att, the admiral 
had the honour to be chofen by that excg@Mpmt fudge of active 
merit, the then Mr. Pitt, to take the command of a f{quadron,. 
which was ordered to be fent to the Weft-Indies for the reduc- 
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tion of Martinico. He failed from Spithead the 18th of Oc- 
tober, 1761, with the Marlborough, Modefte, Vanguard, Not- 
tingham, and Syren, large thips; the Grenada, ‘Thunderer, 
and Bafiiifk bombs, and the Fly floop of war; and arrived at 
Barbadoes on the 22d of November alone, having parted com- 

any with the reft of his {quadron in a hard gale of wind, after 
Re had left the Channel. He was joined by all his thips on the 
goth of December, and by the troops from Belleifle on the 14th, 
and thofe under general Monckton, from North America, on 
the 24th. He then ftaid a few days to refrefh the men, and 
make the neceflary difpofitions for the enterprize, 

On the 7th of January, 1762, the fleet arrived off Marti- 
nico. Onthe 8th he anchored at St. Ann’s Bay, and having 
filenced the enemy’s forts, and deftroyed fome of their batteries, 
he landed the armson the 16th. ‘The fiege immediately com- 
menced, and was carried on with fo much bravery, fpirit, and 

erfeverance, that a capitulation took place on the 7th of Fe- 
Saas; and the Britifh colours wefe immediately hoifted all 
over the ifland. In taking of this important place, the army 
were materially affilted by their brethren of the navy ; and that 
harmony fubfifted between them, which is abfolutely neceflary 
to enfure fuccefs in any attempt of the like arduous nature. 

Immediately on the furrender of Martinico, the admiral and 
general determined to follow the blow they had ftruck : a de- 
tachment was therefore made from the army and navy, which 
forced St. Lucia and the refl of the iflands to furrender at dif- 
cretion. An ignominious peace foon afterwards enfued, and 
the greater part of thefe important conquefts, dearly bought by 
the blood of numbers of our brave countrymen, were returned 
to the enemy, who were again left to re-eftablifh their broken 
ftrength, and to prepare, by new ichemes of perfidy, to under- 
mine the power which, by 2 foolifh lenity, once more put arms 
into hands which they were fare would be turned againft them- 
felves. 

On the z1ft of January, 1764, Sit George was raifed to the 
dignity of a baronet of Great Britain ; and on the 3d of De- 
cember, 1765, was appointed mafter of the royal hofpital at 
Greenwich, in the room of admiral Townfend. He had, in the 
parliament which met at the acceffion of his prefent Majeity, 
been chofen member for Penryn, in Cornwall ; and in 1768, 
engaged ina conteft at Northampton, which was attended with 
more expence, and re ruinous confequences, than any elec- 
tion that ever hap d. ‘This town had the misfortune to be 
fituated near che feats of three peers, the earls of Hallifax, 
Northampton, and Spencer; who not agreeing who fhould be 
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the members, fet up each a candidate : Sir George Ofborne, by 
the earl of Hallifax ; Sir George Brydges Rodney, by the earl 
of Northampton ; and Mr. Howe, by earl Spencer : but the 
two former were fuppofed to join in the fame intereft. After 
the exertion of aimoit every effort, legal or illegal, the fquan- 
dering away immenfe fums of money, and embroiling the town 
and neighbourhood in the moft rancorous, inveterate, and laft- 
ing quarrels, the two firft mentioned earls obtained the return in 
favour of thofe candidates they efpoufed. A petition was im- 
mediately prefented to the Houfe of Commons, and Mr. Howe’s 
right appeared fo evident, that before the matter came to be 
heard at the bar, it was agreed that the two baronets could not 
be allowed to fit for Northampton in that parliament. Their 
counfel therefore agreed to tofs up which of them fhould be the 
fitting member, and the lot fell on Sir George Brydges Rodney. 
To fum up the confequences of this conteft in a few words, the 
earls of Hallifax and Northampton embarraffed their circum- 
ftances in fuch a manner, that the firft remained poor and dif- 
trefled during the reft of his life: the earl of Northampton 
was under the neceflity of banifhing himfelf, and died abroad ; 
and our admiral became fo far involved, that he alfo was obliged 
to leave England, and in the end was fome time confined in a 
French prifon. 

On a promotion of admirals in the year 1770, Sir George 
was appointed, on the z4th of October, vice-admiral of the red, 
and on the 28th of the. fame month, vice-admiral of the white. 
In Auguft, 1771, he became rear-admiral of Great Britain, and 
foon after was obliged to refign his poft at Greenwich hofpital. 
The preflure of the demands on him was now found too great 
to allow him to continue within the reach of his creditors with 
fafety, He therefore went to France, where he contracted frefh 
debts, and, in confequence of them, loft his liberty. In this 
diftrefs, after having folicited and been refuled employment at 
home, he was affailed by the French miniftry with large offers to 
take the direction of the fleet of that nation, and become their 
port-admiral, This propofal was reje€ted, and every appear- 
ance feemed to declare that our brave countryman would be 
doomed to remain cooped up in a foreign gaol, while his fer- 
vices were wanted againft the common enemy. At this juncture 
the duke de Noailles, with a degree of generofity and fpirit 
which do honour to the nobility of France, fent Sir George mo- 
ney fufficient to releafe him from captivity aad he was enabled 
once more to return to England. — Thefgeat mailer of hu- 
man nature has well obferved, that or 
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sc ———-there is a tide in the affairs of men, 
«© Which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune.” 


Admiral Rodney, at this time, experienced the truth of it. 
Difagreements and difputes at home, and mifconduct of various 
kinds, had difgufted many of our beft officers, and driven them 
from the fervice. Thefe circumftances had paved the way for 
his being employed again. He was immediately appointed to 
command the fleet going to the Weift-Indies, and the confe- 
quences are too recent to require being here recapitulated. 

So remarkable has been the fortune of the gallant admiral, 
fince he came into employment, that it leaves that of all other 
officers at a diftance. It is peculiar to this commander, that he 
has taken three flags, and has atchieved the mofl brilliant vic- 
tories which have been gained in the courfe of the prefent war. 
On the late change of miniftry he was recalled, and raifed to 
the peerage by the flile and title of Baron Rodney, of Stoke 
Rodney, in the county of Somerfet. 





At a Meeting of the CONSTITUTIONAL SOCIETY, held 
on Friday, September the 6th, 1782. 


[Continued from page 130. ] 


UR conftitution is of fo great antiquity, that there are no 

records of its foundation ; and the firft hiftorians are only 
evidences of its exiftence. But, notwithftanding th's obfcurity, 
we may, ona nice infpection, difcover the motives that gave rife 
to fome of thofe wife inftitutions which fecure the people’s free- 
dom ; and it was, undoubtedly, to guard aga‘nit juch inconve- 
niencies as I have defcribed, that they referved the right of re- 
electing their reprefentatives, as ofien as theexecutive magif- 
trate fhould call upon them for frefh fupplies or advice ; and by 
this prudent precaution, they retained the power of rejecting 
thofe, who, through a change of circumitances, appeared un- 
worthy of further confidence, or were even fufpected of being 
under improper influence. 

A long neglect of this excellent old cuftom, has caufed the 
Houfe of Commons to degenerate into a fixed and powerful 
body, that has fo little connection with the people, that it is 
not, as formegly, a jealous guardian of their property, and pete 
fonal rightys..Wr, on the contrary, a dangerous engine of op- 
prefion ; and n° is well known, that the far greater part of 
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thofe who compofe it, only confult how to render their fituation 
profitable to themfelves. 

However, notwithftanding the defection is unjuftifiable, let us 
not fuppofe that in private life they have lefs virtue than their 
neighbours. Extending the duration of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, firft to three, and then to feven years, created a feparate 
intereft to your own ; and it required in your reprefentatives 
extraordinary public fpirit, to forbear to take advantage of fuch 
a circumftance. Thofe who have refifted this temptation, cer- 
tainly merit the warmeft approbation ; but we muit not repro- 
bate too feverely all who have yielded to fo powerful a feducer. 
Self-intereft, rightly underftood, is an incentive to good aétions ; 
and a well-informed people will never fubmit to any political 
eftablifhment, that fhall fet it at variance with public welfare. 

The antient mode of eleéting reprefentatives annually, made 
it the intereft of each individual to be as juft in his public capa- 
city, as in his private : and only reftore that falutary practice, 
and you will find an upright reprefentative as common a cha- 
rater as a faithful fervant in any other relation. 

The Houfe of Commons having loft its independency, vari- 
ous ineffectual laws have been made to regulate parliament, and 
to prevent bribery and corruption. But when that Houfe, in 
the cafe of the Middlefex election, aéted unjuftly, we fought in 
vain for fome legiflative power to correét and over-rule its judge- 
ments. ‘The only controul the conftitution had provided, and 
the beft too that could be devifed, was the power of rejecting, at 
the next fummons to parliament, the men who had fo fhame- 
fully abufed their truft ; and of electing others more wife and 
honeft to reverfe that infamous decifion. 

The ner ng” eR of our conftitution is annual eleétion. 
it is the main {pring of the political machine: by a feven-fold 
extenfion, its elaftic force has been deftroyed ; but only reftore 
it to its due proportion, and you will fee it at as vigoroufly and 
juftly as ever. 

Some have called the power of the legiflative body omnipo- 
tent. The expreflion is too ftrong ; but undoubtedly its au- 
thority is great ; and the provifion made by the conititution 
againit the abufe of it, can never be fufficiently commended. 
Perceiving that it was difficult to prefcribe bounds to its aétivity, 
without detriment to the ftate, the duration of a part of it was 
wifely limited in fuch a manner, that it was diffolved by the 
operation of time ; and, without the leaft difogger, every year 
renewed by the election of a new houfe of repafpentatives. 

The dictatorfhip at Rome refembled, in fome refpects, the li- 
mited authority of the Britihh fenate. For fix months the dic- 
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tator was abfolute and uncontroulable ; but his power expired at 
the end of thatterm. ‘The perpetual dittatorfhips of Sylla and 
Julius Czfar were violations of juftice, and infringements of 
the conftitution, fimilar to thofe of our legiflature in paffing the 
feptennial act ; and this modern ufurpation will terminate in 
the fame manner, if we, like the degenerate Romans, unmind- 
ful of the virtue of our anceitors, and the happinefs of pofterity, 
ocure not its repeal. 

But befides the feptennial act, we have another heavy gricv- 
ance to correct. ‘The far greater part of the pcople being un- 
juftly deprived of the right of election, loft all influence in go- 
vernment, and with it, Iam forry to fay, too generally all public 
fpirit. They confidered themfelves as individuals who had no 
country, and confequently no intereft to take care of, but what 
was, in the ftriéteft fenfe, felfith and partial. ‘This, and the 
fpirit of rapacity introduced among people in a more elevated 
ftation by the triennial and feptennial acts, occafioned fuch a ge- 
neral languor, and indifference in public concerns, that at length 
the mof virtuous of all charaéters were treated with ridicule ; 
and he who had fortitude enough to difcover a patriotic fpirit, 
befides the facrifice of tranquility, and private intereft, had, al- 
moft without fupport, to contend with the united force of foolith 
derifion, malignant calumny, and the rancorous envy of confci- 
ous proititution ! 

Such a renunciation of political virtue, was like to produce 
great diforder ; and, alas! it is true, that of late years all has 
been anarchy and confufion. The fyitem of corruption is ar- 
rived very near to that period, when an univerfal defpondency 
may be expected to feize us; and, in that general panic, like 
the inhabitants of a houfe in flames, every one will {natch up 
what he can, and fecure a retreat. Thefe are not the effufions 
of fancy ; they are impartial deduftions from undifputed facts ; 
and he mutt be inattentive to a {uperlative degree, that does not 
difcern our awful fituation, and the neceflity to which we are 
reduced of adopting fore plan of reformation, that will revive, 
in the heart of every Briton, a love of his country. 

When the reprefentation of the boroughs was fettled, no care 
was taken to provide for the altefations that a fucceflion of years 
might produce ; and, in confequence of that omiflion, members 
are now frequently fent by a very few of the inhabitants of a 
large town ; ore by places fo inconfiderable, that they are 
either the folep ty of an individual, or fo much under his 
influence, that they often contain not a fingle voter who is inde- 
pendent. A gentleman, {Capel Lofft, Efq;] to whom the pub- 

lic is mach indebted, as well as this society, has lately fhewn, 
that 












152 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


that forty-eight members are chofen by three hundred and 
ninety-four electors, in fuch boroughsas I have defcribed. It is 
difficult to be accurate in a calculation of this kind ; but no 
error can be fuppofed, that in the leaft affects the argument for 
a reform, if we confider that the whole kingdom of .Scotland 
fends only forty-five members to parliament !—Facts like thefe, 
furely need no comment. Is it not the groffeft delufion, and 
moft poignant infult, to call fuch a reprefentation the voice of 
the people ? 

To fay that a few may be authorifed, by charters or aéts of 
parliament, to exercife this right for the whole, is repugnant to 
every true principle of policy and juftice. The legiflature is 
fubordinate to the power that created it, and cannot. make a 
law that will prejudice thofe rights which that power has re~ 
ferved. 

Befides, to fend reprefentatives to parliament being the pecu- 
liar privilege of the commons, the peers, who act for themfelves, 
are excluded from interfering in eleétions ; then how can they 
be parties in making a law that fhall alter or take away the 
right of eleétion ? 

To fend reprefentatives to parliament, is an undelegated 
portion of natural liberty in all the commons of Great Britain. 
It is unconnected with, and totally independent of, the legifla- 
tive authority. The legiflature was created by an aét of fove- 
reignty, ifluing from the rights vefted by nature in the whole 
body of the people, and is unalterable by any other power. To 
each branch it affigned diftingt privileges, whofe object was the 
public good: and, by virtue of this all-controuling authority, 
they became legal rights, for the ufes prefcribed. ‘To enlarge 
the bounds of them to the oppreffion of the peuple, is a diffolu- 
tion of the focial compat ; and protection and allegiance being 
reciprocal, the community, by fuch acts, is releated from the 
obligations to fubmiffion. 

The alterations made in our government by the inequality of 
reprefentation, and feptennial parliaments, have induced fome 
to believe that it is in its nature inferior toarepublic. Bat it is 
an ill-founced opinion ; and, on reflection, we fhall perceive 
that great advantages may be derived from three independent 
powers mutually checking and aiding each other, as the public 
intereft fhall require. 

This incomparable fyftem of political jurj@iGjon unites the 
energy of an abfolute monarchy, with the ne perfonal 
fecurity of the freeftrepublic. However, the {yperiority | now 
afcribe to it, I am forry to fay, is become ideal ; and, were it 
not for the probability of amendment, there would be no great 

lofs 





d and 
It is 
ut no 
it for 
tland 
hefe, 
and 
"¢ of 


s of. 
tto 
e is 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 153 


lofs if its form was abolifhed ; for it is (0 corrupted by innova- 
tions, that it has moft of the imperfections of an arbitrary ftate, 
#ithout its vigour and independence. 

All ranks, from the king to the meaneft fubjet, are interefted 
in reftoring the conftitution to that perfection we now only ad- 
mire ; for, when in a ftate long ofed to freedom, the legiflative 
authority is converted into an engine of oppreffion, or of ufelefs 

antry, the reflecting part of the community become difcon- 
tented, clamours enfue, and, if one party be indifcreet, and the 
other fpirited, thefe contentions often terminate in infurreétions , 
and always in atts of difrefpeét and ungracioufnefs, that make 
both the fovereign and his fubjects aatey: Would to God 
we had no evidence to juftify fuch an affertion ! But, alas! we 
have all feen it verified ; and if we continue infatuated, and do 
not correct the caufe, I fear we fhall foon feel it true in its ute 
moft extent. 

Let not the name of faction frighten you. There are times 
when the greateft fervice a good citizen can render to the ftate 
is to excite apprehenfion, Had our forefathers been difmayed 
by the imputation of fedition, they would not have left to their 
defeendents either civil or religious liberty. ‘The evils to be ap- 
ptehended from inactivity are Per greater, and more certain, than 
any that can arife from an attempt to recover your rights. But 
were it otherwife, when the body is attacked by a malignant dife 
order, is it not better to take an unpleafant draught, than to pe- 
rith by the difeafe ? 

We fee, for our encouragement, what Ireland has performed, 
without the leaft tumult. Bo you think that her brave volun- 
teers could have acquired in their houfes and fhops the freedom 
they now enjoy ? They faw their country reduced to poverty by 
fabmiffion to an external legiflature : they enquired, and found 
that they had a right to a free conftitution ; and, without re- 
fleGting on partial inconveniencies, the gallantly refolved to re~ 
claim it. ith retrenchments from luxury, they armed to op- 
fae the enemies of Ireland—but virtue fo con/picuous was re 

petted, and they found only friends ! 

What they expended fo honourably, will be paid with tenfold 
intereft. Prior to this glorious exertion, the poor were idle and 
licentious ; the trader apprehenfive of bankruptcy ; and a rapid 
decreafe in the value of land, and hofpitable and luxurious 
manners, caufed the nobility and gentry, who were not in the 
funthine of court’ » to fhare in the general calamity : in 
fhort, thoagh voile exe be conceived more deplorable than 
their late ftuation, to the aftonifhment of the world, their com- 
merce is already revived, their credit re-eftablithed, and a fpirit 
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of induftry and activity pervades, I am told, every village in the 

kingdom ! 
I dwell upon the fubje& with pleafure, becaufe I think ity 

glorious lefion to mankind. Never did a nation attempt fe re. 

cover its liberty under circumftances more difcouraging. Their 
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they had to contend with a penfioned peerage, and a Houfe of 
Commons as venal as our own. But had their enemies been a 
thoufand times more numerozs, they could not .have refifted th¢ 
virtuous ardour that infpired every other breaft ! And_from the 
great talents and patriotufm of thofe who direé this noble fpi. 
rit, we may expect to fee, in that ifland, our admirable conftitus 
tion revived in its utmoft perfection. 

Liften not to the mean fuggeftions of envy, nor to the con- 
trated idea of an exclufive right to freedom. . It is a fure 
mark of the decadence of a free ftate,. when fuch ungenerous 
notions prevail. Confer then, on this example of exalted vir- 
ruc, the praife it deferves ; and Jearn, from it, what refolution 
and unanimity may effectin a purfuit thatis honourable ! 

Hitherto it has been fuppofed that Great Britain produced 
men who loved liberty, and deferved to enjoy it.. Let not this 
age be the firft that degradesits charafter. The northern part, 
1 am fure, will not. Scotland has begun her aflociations, and 
fhe is tuo wife to do fo without a caufe, and too brave and te. 
{pectable to drop them without fatisfaction. She fuffers at leaf 
as mach as England, from the inequality of reprefentation, and 
feptennial parliaments ; and. when her {pirit fhall be raufed, de- 
pend upon it, her gooa fenfe will lead her to petition with frm- 
nefs for the redrefs of thofe grievances. 

It is far from my intention to encourage irreverence to your 
lawful magittrates : they are, for your good, velted with au- 
thority ; and even when you demand your rights, you fhould do 
it with refpeét. Befides, the fervants of the crown are not now 
our opponents: if profeffions can be credited, the firm friends 
of the conititution are in the cabinet of our gracious fovereign, 
and will cherifh and applaud your zeal for reftoring that beauti- 
ful monument of antiquity. ‘The more yeu contemplate, the 
more perfect it will appear ; and what your reafon muft approve 
and admire, I truft your fpirit and virtue will recover. It was 
purchafed by the beft blood of thoufands of your anceitors, and 
left in traft to the remoteft of their defcendants. - It is then the 
duty of every age to tranfmit it to the iucegsding, unimpaired 

either by negligence or violence. This pabelen is now de- 
pefited with us ; and we fhall deferve the contempt of man- 
Kind, and, what is horrid to exprefs, the execrations of our 
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children, if through fupinenefs, cowardice, or corruption, we 
deprive them and their pofterity of fo invaluable a birthright. 
THOMAS YEATES, Secretary. 





CHARACTERS from CECILIA. 


An EXCELLENT Novet, /ately publijbed. 


" R. Monckton, who was the younger fon of a noble 
family, was a man of parts, informatiov, and faga- 
city. To great native ftrength of mind, he added a penetrating 
knowledge of the world ; and to faculties the moft fkilful of in- 
vetigatiny the charaéter of every other, a diflimulation the molt 
profound in concealing his own. In the bloom of his youth, 
impatient for wealth, and ambitious of power, he had tied him- 
felf to a rich dowager of quality, whofe age, though fixty-fe- 
ven, was but among the fmaller fpecies of her evil properties, 
her difpofition being far more repulfive than her wrinkles. An 
inequality of years fo confiderable, had led him to expect that 
the fortune he had thus acquired, would fpeedily be releafed 
from the burthen with which it was at prefent encumbered : 
but his expeétations proved as vain as they were mercenary, and 
his lady was not more the dupe of his proteftations, than he 
was himfelf of his own purpofes. ‘Ten years he had been mar- 
ried to her, yet her health was good, and her faculties were un- 
impaired: eagerly he had watched for her difloluion, yet his 
eagernefs had injured no health but hisown. So fhort-fighted is 
felfifh cunning, that in aiming no farther than at the gratifica- 
ticn of the prefent moment, it obfcures the evils of the future, 
while it impedes the perception of integrity and honour. 
His ardour, however, to attain the bleffed period of returning 
liberty, deprived him neither of {pirit nor inclination for inter- 
mediate enjoyment. He knew the world too well to incur its 
cenfare by ill-treating the woman to whom he was indebted for 
the rank he held in it. He faw her, indeed, but feldom; yet 
he had the decency, alike in avoiding as in meeting lier, to thew 
no abatement of civility and good-breeding : but having thus 
facrificed to ambition all poflibility of happinefs in domeltic 
life, he turned his thoughts to thofe other methods of procuring 
it, which he had fodgarly purchafed the power of effaying. 
The refources of fure to the poffeflors of wealth, are only 
to be cut off by the fatiety of which they are productive ; a fa- 
tiety which the vigorous mind of Mr. Monckton had not yet 
2 faffered 
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faffered him to experience : his time, therefore, was cither de. 
voted to the expenfive amufements of the metropolis, or {pent 
in the country among the gayeft of its diverfions. 

The little knowledge of fafhionable manners, and of the 
charaéters of the times, of which Cecilia was yet miftrefs, the 
had gathered at the houfe of this gentleman, with whom the 
dean, her uncle, had been intimately connected ; for as he pre- 
f::ved to the world the fame appearance of decency he fupported 
to his wife, he was every where well received ; and being but 
partially known, was extremely refpeéted ; the world, with its 
wonted facility, repaying his circumfpe& attention to its laws, 
by filencing the voice of cenfure, guarding his character from 
impeachment, and his name from reproach. 

Cecilia had been known to him half her life : the had been 
careffed in his houfe as a beautiful child, and her prefence was 
now folicited there as an amiable acquaintance. Her vifits, ine 
deed, had by no means been frequent, as the ill-humour of lady 
Margaret Monckton had rendered them painful to her ; yet the 
opportunities they afforded her of mixing with people of fa- 
fhion, had ferved to prepare her for the new fcenes in which the 
was foon to be a performer. 

Mr. Monckton, in return, had always been a welcome gueft 
atthe deanry. His converfation was to Cecilia a sever teliiis 
fource of information, as his knowledge of life and manners 
enabled him to ftart thofe fubjeéts of which the was moft igno- 
rant; and her mind, copious for the admiffion, and intelligent 
for the arrangement of knowledge, received all new ideas with 
avidity. 

Pleafure given in fociety, like money lent in ofury, returns 
with intereft to thofe who difpenfe it ; and the difcourfe of Mr. 
Monckton conferred not a greater favour upon, Cecilia, than her 
attention to it repaid. And thus the f{peaker and the hearer be- 
ing mutually gratified, they had always met with complacency, 
and commonly parted with regret. 

This reciprocation of pleafure had, however, produced dif- 
ferent effects upon their minds. The ideas of Cecilia were en- 
larged, while the reflections of Mr. Monckton were embittered. 
He here faw an object, who, to all the advantages of that wealth 
he had fo highly prized, added youth, beauty, and intelligence. 
Though much her fenior, he was by no means of an age.to ren- 
der his addrefling her an impropricty; apd the entertainment 
fhe received from his converfation, perfugg@s him that her good 
opinion might with eafe be improved int@¥ regard the moit par- 
tial. He regretted the venal rapacity with which he had facri- 
ficed himfelf to a woman he abhorred, and his withes for het 
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final decay became daiiy more fervent. He knew that the ac- 
quaintance of Cecilia was confined to a circle of which he him- 
felf was the principal ornament ; that fhe had rejected all the 
ropofals of marriage which had hitherto been made to her $ 
and as he had feduloufly watched her from her earlieit years, he 
had reafon to believe that her heart had efcaped any dangerous 
impreffion. This being her fituation, he had long looked upon 
her as his future property : as fuch, he had indulged his admira- 
tion; and as fach, be had already appropriated her eltate, tho’ 
he had not more vigilantly infpected into her fentiments, than he 
had guarded his own from a fimilar fcrutiny. 

The death of the dean, her uncle, had, indeed, much alarmed 
him. He grieved at her leaving Suffolk, where he confidered 
himfelf as the firft man, alike in parts and in confequence ; and 
he dreaded her refiding in London, where he forefaw that nu- 
merous rivals, equal to himfelf in talents and in riches, would, 
fpeedily furround her: rivals too, youthful and fanguine, not 
thackled by prefent ties, but at liberty to folicit her immediate 
acceptance. Beauty and independence, rarely found together, 
would attract a croud of fuitors, at once brilliant aad afliduous ; 
and the houfe of Mr. Harrel, her guardian, was eminent for its 
elegance and gaiety. But yet, undaunted by danger, and con- 
fiding in his own powers, he determined to puriue the project 
he had formed, not fearing, by addrefs and perfeverance, to en- 
fure its fuccefs.”” 


A fine contraft to this moft infidious and fpecious charatter is 
given in that of Belfield, another gentleman who figures confi- 
derably in the ftory of Cecilia : 


«* Atall, thin young man, whofe face was all animation, and 
whofe eyes fparkled with intelligence. He had been intended 
by his father for trade ; but his ipirit foaring above the occu- 

tion for which he was defigned, from repining, led him to re- 
fift, and from refifting to rebel. He eloped trom his friends, 
and contrived to enter into the army. But, fond cf the polite 
arts, and cager for the acquirement of knowledge, he found not 
this way of life much better adapted to his inclination than that 
from which he had efeaped. He foon grew weary of it, was 
reconciled to his father, and enteredat the Temple. But here, 
too volatile for ferious ftudy, and too gay for laborious applica- 
tion, he made little progrels ; and the fame quicknets of parts 
and vigour of igagination, which, united with prudence, or ac- 
companied by judpement, might have raifed him to the head of 
his profeflion, being unhappily affociated with ficklenefs and ca- 
price, ferved only to impede his improvement, and obftruét his 
preferment. 
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preferment. And now, with little bufinefs, and that little neg- 
leGled ; a fmall fortune, and that fortune daily becoming lefs ; 
the admiration of the world, but that admiration ending fimply 
in civility ; he lived an unfettled and unprofitable life: gene- 
rally carefled, and univerfally fought, yet carelefs of his intereft, 
and thoughtlefs of the future ; devoting his time to company, 
his income to diffipation, and his heart to the mufes.” 


The prudence and fagacity of Monckton, enlivened by the 
genius, and fupported by the-integrity of Belfield, would go near 
to form a perfect charatter ; apart, the one terminated in felfifh 
cunning, aod the other in poignant difcontent. The former, 
when deteéted, makes a man the abhorrence of others ; and the 
latter, in a carelefs round of hope and difappointment, makesa 
man at variance with him(elf. 





, 


Curious ANECDOTES, REMARKABLE CusToMs, &C. 
in RUSSIA. 


URDERS are fo frequent at Mofcow, that few nights 

pafs without fome people being found dead in the ftreets 
inthe morning. ‘The robbers go in ftrong parties, and kill be- 
fore they rob. This they do with fo little fear, that they often 
perform it before the perfon’s own door ; and the terror of 
thefe ruffians is fo great, that none of the neighbours dare affitt 
the unhappy vidtim, for fear of being butchered themfelves, or 
at leaft having their houfes burnt. ‘l’his obliges people, who 
have occafion to be in the fireets in the night, to goin compa- 
nies together, or have a fufficient guard of fervants on horfe- 
back to attend them. The weapon ufed by thofe villains is 
called a dubcin, which is a long tick, with a round knob at one 
end, and made heavy with iron, with which they knock a man 
down dead at one ftroke ; and if any of them happen to be 
taken, a good fum of money from the gang they belong to gets 
them off. It is even affirmed, that gangs of them are protected 
by fome of the nobifity, who partake of the booty. 





THE Ruffians may not marry any one that is related to them 
within the fourth generation : thofe of an equgidegree of con- 
fanguinity call each other brother and fifter, the diftinétion 
of firit, fecond, and fo on, to the fourth degree ; and thofe of a 
lower or higher degree are called uncles, nephews, Gc. = the 
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fame diftin&ion.. At their chriftenings they commonly have 
three. or four godfathers, with.an equal number of godmothers, 
who, after.that ceremony, reckon themfelves fo nearly related, 
that they‘can no!more marry each other, than if they were chil- 
dren of the fame parents. 


——— ons ET ae 


THEY have a very ridiculous cuftom at’their funerals. Juh 
before the coffin is fhut up, the father-confeflor of the deceafed 
puts a teftimonial, or pafs, for the other world, in writing, be- 
tween the fingers of the corpfe, in thefe words: ‘* We, N.N. 
do certify by thefe prefents, that the bearer hereof has always 
behaved himfelf, and lived among us as became a good chrif- 
tian, profefling the Greek religion ; and although he may have 
committed fome bad fins; he hath confefled the fame, wherc- 
upon he hath received abfolution, and taken the communion for 
the remiffion of his fine ; that he hath honoured God and his 
faints ; that, he hath not negleéted his prayers, and hath fafted 
on the hours and days appointed by the church; that he hath 
always behaved himfelf towards me, who am his confeflor, in 
fach a manner, that I have no-reafon to complain of him, or to 
deny him the abfolution of bis fins. In witnefs whereof, we 
have given him thefe teftimonies, to the end that St. Peter, upon 
fight of them, may not deny him the pening of the gate to 
eternal life.” 





RESPECTING their images, they fuffer none that are carved 
or graven, either in their churches or houfes, but fuch only as 
are painted on wood, in oil colours, by thofe of their own reli- 
gion. They never will own to have bought their faints, but go 
to the God-market, and, having chofen a figure they like, de- 
pofit the money for the exchange of it. If the faint-maker 
thinks it not fuflicient, he fhoves it back, and the other party is 
obliged to add mere to it, ’till he is fatisfied. The walls of 
their churches are every where full of them: over the porch of 
their churches, in the market-place, and over the gates of their 
Cities, you are fure to meet wich the picture of fome faint or 
other ; fo that go which way you will, you fee numbers of peo- 
ple crofling theinfelves with a moft protound inclination of the 
head, repeating the Go/podi Pomilui, or, ‘* God have mercy 
upon me.” ‘The @ages they confider fo abfolutely neceffary, 
that without them they could not perform their devotion : they 
are the chief ornament of their houfes, and whoever enters, firit 

pays 
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pays his refpeét to the faint, and then to thofe of the family, 
A Ruffian once coming to me with a meflage, looked round 
about the room for an image, and feeing none, afked me, 
«* Where is thy God?” I anfwered, “* In heaven.” Upon 
which he immediately went away, without eg his mef. 
fage.—I told the general this circaumftance, and he direétly or- 
dered a faint’s picture to be hung up in my room, to prevent 
giving any further offence of that kind, 





ALL Ruffians, of what degree or condition whatfoever, fleep 
after dinner ; fo that about noon the fhops are fhut up, and 
there is no more fpeaking to any body than if it was at mid. 
night. They bathe frequently : people of quality have their 
own private bathing-places, and bathe twice a week at leaft; 
but the public bathing-places are all built near the fides of the 
rivers. Their ftoves are clofe places with furnaces, which they 
heat exceedingly ; and, for the better raifing of vapour, fre- 
quently throw cold water on the ftove : there are benches all 
round, at fome diftance, one above another, differing in the de- 
grees of heat, fo that every one chufes the temperature that bef 
uits him. Upon one of thofe benches they lay themielves 
down at full length, quite naked, and having fweated as long as 
they think proper, they are well wafhed with warm water, and 
well rubbed with handfuls of herbs ; after which they take a 
dram of agua vite, and go about their bufinefs. But what 
is moft admirable is, when they find the heat too intenfe, both 
men and women will run out of the ftove, quite naked as they 
are, plunge into the river, and fwim about for fome time : if it 
is in the winter, they will roll in the fhow. Thefe public baths 
are fo carelefsly built, that it is an eafy matter to fee the people im 
the next room, through the aperture of the boards which di- 
vide them; which, to the women who frequent them, is of no 
great confequence, as they are not nicely delicate in being feen 
naked, both fexes going out and coming in at the fame door 
naked, when they want to cool themfelves. 

Thefe baths are the univerfal remedies of the Mufcovites, 


whether for cleanlinefs or health ; and thus accuftomed from. 


their infancy to the extremes of heat and cold, they become 
both ftout and hardy, and in general long lived, little fubje& to 
any diftemper: thos they live for the moft Mart without phy- 
ficians, and many of them without difeafes4’ They begin their 
day at fun-rifing, and end at fun-fetting ; fo that their night 
begins as foon as the fun is down, and ends when it rifes. 


A curious 
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A curious and exact DESCRIPTION of LITCHFIELD 
CATHEDRAL. 


{From Pennant’s Journey from Chefter to London. ] 


HE honour of reftoring this church to its former fplen- 
dour, was referved for John Hacket, prefented to this fee 
in 1661. On the very next day after his arrival, he fet his 
coach-horfes, with teams, to remove the rubbih, and in eight 
years time reftored the cathedral to its prefent beautiful ftate, 
at the expence of twenty thoufand pounds; one thoufand of 
which was the gift of the dean and chapter ; the reft was done 
either at his own charge, or by benefactions refulting from his 
own folicitations. He diedin 1670. A very handfome tomb 
was eretted in the choir to his memory, with his effigies laid re- 
cumbent on it, with a mitre on his head, and in his epifcopal 
drefs. 

The weft front is of preat elegance, adorned with the richeft 
fculpture, and, tillof late, with rows of ftatues of prophets, 
kings of Judah, &c. and, above all, a very bad one of Charles 
the Second, who had contributed to the repair of the church by 
a liberal gift of timber. This ftatue was the work of a Sir 
William Wilfon, originally a mafon from Sutton Coldfield, 
who, after marrying a rich wife, arrived at the dignity of 
knighthood. 

The fculptures round the doors are very elegant; but time, 
or violence, hath greatly impaired their beauty. 

James the Second, when duke of York, beftowed on this 
church the magnificent weft window. The fine painted glafs 
was given of late years by dean Addenbrook. 

The northern door is extremely rich in {culptured mouldings : 
three of foliage and three of {mall figuresin ovals. In one of 
the loweft is reprefented a monk baptifing a perfon knecling be- 
fore him. Probably the former is intended for St. Chad; the 
latter for Wulferus, It is a misfortune that the ornaments of 
this cathedral are made of fuch friable ftone, that what fana- 
ticifm has {pared the weather has impaired. 

In the front are two fine fpires, and a third in the centre, of 
a vaft height, and fine proportion. 

The roof was till of late covered with lead, but grew fo 
greatly out of repair, that the dean and chapter were obliged to 
fubftitute flates ifead of metal, on account of the narrow ree 
venues left to maintain this venerable pile; and, after the 
ftrieft economy, they will be under the neceflity of contribue 
ting from their own income, in order to complete their plan, 
Vou. I 7. xX The 
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The excellent order that all the cathedrals I have vifited are in, 
does great credit to their members, who {pare nothing from their 
own incomes to render them not only decent but elegant. 

The body is lofty, fupported by pillars formed of numbers of 
flender columns, with neat foliated capitals. Along the walls 
of the ailes are rows of falfe arches, in the Gothic ftyle, with a 
feat beneath. 

The upper rows of windows, in the body, are of an uncom. 
mon form, being triangular, including three circles in each. 

In each tranfept are two places, formerly chapels ; at prefent 
coniiftory courts, and the vicar’s veftry-room. 

The choir merits attention, on account of the elegant fculp- 
ture about the windows, and the embattled gallery that runs be. 
neath them. On each fide are fix ftatues, now much mutilated, 
placed in beautiful Gothic niches, and richly painted. ‘The firft 
on the left is St. Peter ; the next is the Virgin ; the third is Mary 
Magdalen, with one leg bare, to denote her legendary wanton- 
nefs. ‘The other three are St. Philip, St. James, and St. Chrif- 
topher, with Chrift on his fhoulders. 

The beauty of this choir is much impaired by the impropriety 
of a rich altar-piece, of Grecian architecture, terminating this 
elegant Gothic building. ’ 

Behind this is Sts Mary’s chapel, with a ftone fkreen, the 
moft elegant which can be imagined, embattled at top, and 
adortied with feveral rows of Gothic niches, of moft exquifite 
work manfhip ; each formerly containing a {mall ftatue. Beneath 
them are thirteen ftalls, with Gothic work over each, In this 
chapzl are nine windows, more narrow, lofty, and of more ele- 
gant work than any of the others; three on each fide, and three 
at the end. 





Anfwer, by George Paj/more, of Newten-Bufbel, to F. Hodge's 
Enigma, inferted January 13. 


HEN God created heaven and earth, 
And gave to every thing its birth, 
Proud man among the reft ; 
He gave to him a virtuous wife, 
With this command :—** Be chatfte for life, 
** And be for ever blefs’d. 
**« Obey your maker’s juft command: 
*€ Enjoy the fruits of all the land, 
“* Except a fingle tree ; 
ace In 
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‘an sé Let mutual love each bofom fire, 
- «© And let your will be tree.” 

ers of 

walls He faid. But Eve firft did the wrong ; 
ith a Deluded by the ferpent’s tongue, 

To give the firlt offence, 

com. | Put forth her hand—fhe pluck’d—the eat ; 
| Earth felt the wound, and nature’s feat 
efent Has totter’d ever fince. 
culp. Hence evils fprung of every kind, 
s be. Defeéts of body and of mind, 
ated, The devil’s grand parade ; 
e firft Hence Pagan, Infidel, and Jew ; 
Mary Hence murder, theft, adult’ry too, 
nton- By which a CUCKOLD’s made. 
*hrif- 

. *.* We have received the like anfwer from Agathos Pais, of 
aed Taunton; J. S. of Shepton-Mallet; and P. M. A. 
the 
an A QUESTION, by Robert Hafill, of Bristol. 
er: ULTIPLY half my age by 18, to that produé add 
| _ 24, from that fum fubtraét2, the fquare root of 
hres the remainder is my age. 

dge’s An ENIGMA, by 7. Hodge, of Wells. 


N the fam’d land that gave me birth 
O I'll not at prefent dwell ; 
That I exifted on this earth 

Let it fuffice to tell. 


The manner of my birth fhall be 
They bject of my theme ; 
Which is @ite true, you’ll all agree, 
Though ftrange at firft "twill feem. 
x3 Before 
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Before my mother I was born, 
Before her did I die; 

My foul being from my body torn 
Afcended up on high. 


This feems quite ftrange, now; does it not? 
Yet ftrange as ’tis, its true; 

Nay, more, kind Sirs—I was begot 
Before my father too. 


Take one hint more, and then I’ve done 
With this moft wond’rous ftory : 

My grandam’s maidenhead I won, 
Now tell what is before ye. 


My father’s and my mother’s name, 
My grandam’s too explain ; 
So fhall you gain poetic fame, 
And fhine in learning’s train. 


seafood deeded hh dededeaeeteeee teat ep 


Our Corre/pondents who fend us queftions, anagrams, rebuffs, 
paradoxes, enigmas, anfwers, Sc. are defired to pay the poftage of 
their letters; and thofe who do not, muff not expe ta fee what thy 
Jend inferted. 


eee 


We would wifh to oblige fuch of our corre/pondents as fend xs 
enigmatical lifts of young ladies, but we think it improper and 
indelicate to infert them, as the ladies would, perhaps, be offended 
at the liberty taken with their names. 


Speedie 


S.N. B. of Briffol, is defired to fend - a to his enigma, 


or, to /peak more properly, his paradox, pre g fo its infertion. 
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For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
The SHIPWRECK: 4n ELEGIAC POEM. 


Infecribed to Mr. M. Castuie, of Briftol, 
By Ricnarp Hart. 


\ \ 7ELCOME my lowly roof and mofs-grown cell! 
From you ambition ne’er fhall tempt me more 5 
I’ve broke the necromancer’s magic fpell ; 
Dath’d on the ground, the forcerer’s glafs I tore. 


Charm’d with the fplendid tales the augur taught, 
My lilt’ning foul became an eafy prey ; 

Wealth’s gorgeous dream, and power’s unquenched draught, 
Brought to my view,—{cem’d in my reach to lay. 


What idle tranfport fill’d my flutt’ring heart, 

To dreaming pride, and folly ever prone, 
When cheating fancy drew the nabob’s part 

In colours fair, and mark’d them fer my own. 


India’s rich fpoils, and Afric’s precious ore, 
In fairy vilion feem’d to court my hand ; 
With falfe allurements tempted me from fhore, 
And bade me quit with joy my native land, 


Cloudlefs and gay appear’d the purple morn, 
Vermillite ftreak’d, and ting’d with beaming gold, 

When our trim bark, by faithlefs waves upborne, 

To fofteft mufic down the Medway roll’d. 
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Eager before the breeze we ftretch’d away, 

Borne o’er the pillows by propitious gales, 
Fann’d by the gentle zephyrs on our way 

That whifpering wanton’d in the {welling fails. 


But ftrong delufion mark’d the tranfient gleam, 
Doom’d foon to fade and wither on the fight ; 

Each fcene romantic, like a morning dream, 
Quick difappear’d, and took its hafty flight. 


Dark gathering clouds obfcur’d the folar ray, 
Bleak whittling winds refiftlefs {cour’d along, 

The fportive dolphins prefcient left their play, 
The fea-pies fung their tempeft-boding fong, 


The curlew’s fcream affail’d th’ affrighted ear, 
And the loud tempeft in full fury roar’d, 
The fcreeching fulmer cleft the troubled air, 
And fhooting weftward, wheeling, devious foar’d. 


With ten-fold gloom the fhade of night defcends 
Forth from his ebon cave, in dread array, 
The ftormy genius of the deep afcends, 
And o’er old ocean wing’d his baleful way. 


Through heaven’s high arch tremendous thunders roll’d, 
In livid theets the forked lightning flies, 

Flafhing eruptive, fearful to behold, 
With ftiffening horror big, and wild furprize. 


In circling eddies o’er the raging deep, 

With dreadful curve black whirlwinds wheel their courfe; 
The fierce tornado takes its deftin’d fweep, 

Scattering the wild waves with refiftleis force. 


But who can paint the fcene that ftruck my view 
When dawning morn difplay’d her chearlefs light ? 
What angel’s pencil can in colours true 
Defcribe the horrors that then met my fight ? 


Appall’d, aghaft, with heaven-imploring eyes, 
In mute defpair the hopelefs pilot ftood ; 

His heaving breaft, convuls’d with wy fighs, 
Diftracted at the tempeft-roaring flood. @ 


Spent 





THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 167 


Spent and exhaufted with inceffant toil, 
The wearied crew their fruitlefs tafk gave o’er ; 
Nor threats could awe, nor blandifhments beguile, 
Nor hopes of life, nor thoughts of friendly fhore. 


But each fad vifage, drown’d in flowing grief, 

With pungent forrows o’er their fufferings mourn’d 5 
In vain to heaven they look’d for bleft relief; 

In vain to heaven their weeping eyes they turn’d. 


Thofe fond ideas which once fill’d their heart ; 
Thofe dear delufions that once fir’d their brain ; 

Thofe tender ties, wife, children, ne’er to part, 
Were fled with all their vifionary train. 


In fancy’s eye, before them awful ftood 

Death, grizly tyrant, with black frowning brow; 
Affum’d the empire of the raging flood, 

And grimly pointed to the thades below. 


On the rude blaft rode fate with vengeful {peed ; 
Each rolling billow feem’d to fpeak their doom ; 
When foaming ocean rais’d his awful head, 
And fullen {wept them to the watry tomb. 


Loft to all hope, yet loth to part with life, 
I ftemm’c the rifing fun and hoftile wave, 

With death, pale monarch, held a doubtful ftrife, 
Long combating the terrors of the grave ; 


When, oh! bleft hour! oh chance for ever bleft ! 
With joy remember’d ’midft the tempeit’s roar, 
Juf ftruggling, fainting, finking into reft, 
A buoyant wreck convey’d me fafe to fhore! 


«© Ah! wretched me! folly’s adopted child ! 

«« Thou ftranded dreamer! where, oh where,” [ cry’d, 
“* Where is thy golden hopes ? thy withes wild? 

«* Are they all founder’d in the raging tide? 
« Are all thy, blafted projects come to this ? 

“« Ts this th iflue of thy flattering dreams? 
«€ Is this the fum of all thy promis’d blifs ? 

> 


*€ The full amountof thy once charming fchemes } 


«< Yes,” 
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“© Yes,” reafon cry’d, ‘* this is the full amount ; 

** From thefe thy forrows what bright joys hall rife ? 
** Each bitter pang fhal] turn tothy account, 

** And deck with fun-fhine thy calm evening’s fkies ? 


‘© For know, vain man! thou erring mortal! know 
«© That in this life things are not as they feem ; 
«© That fancied good is often real woe, 
«* That power is link’d with care in the extreme ; 


«< That fhining heaps will ne’er enfure thy peace, 
“* Nor hufh thofe gilded forrows which it brings ; 
*«* That as ambition her domains increafe, 
** Confcience and guilt whet their invenom’d flings, 


«© Then better taught, and {mit with nobler rage, 
** Go thou, and folly’s vain purfuits defpife ; 

“* In wifdom’s volume fcan th’ inftruétive page ; 
“«« Be virtuous, be happy, and be wife.” 
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An INVOCATION. 


PTHE faireft flower that fips the dew, 
And fheds the rich perfume, 
Than lovely Mira is lefs fair, 
And lefs its beauteous bloom. 


The rofe-bud burfting into day, 
By no rude touch defil’d, 

Is not more pure than Myra’s heart, 
Nor vernal funs more mild. 


If, Venus, with a fav’ring ear 
Thou ever heard’ ft a prayer, 

This blooming flower protect and guide 
With all a parent’scare! 


Let no rude ftorm, no chilling air, 
Prevent her op’ning charms ; 
And thould a danger hover near, 
O fhield her in thy arms $ 4 


So, when time ripens ev’ry grace, 
And calls forth every {weet, 

In her each heart will own thy fway, 

And worthip at thy feet. 
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